
FROM THE WORKBENCH OF...
Watching Helen Dorsett in the studio, working with bits of wood and scribbling on whatever scrap of 
paper was close at hand, says much about the creative process. The articles in The Scale Cabinetmaker 
provided instructions on starting and completing a project, but they did not illustrate how Helen or Jim got 
from point A to point B in developing the content for TSC. The "From the Workbench of..." series is 
meant to help translate their creative approaches to some of the materials included in TSC. 
In their approaches to modeling, Jim and Helen were almost diametrically opposite. Whereas Jim would 
draw a plan for a piece, carefully calculate sizes and thicknesses, and when he finally sat down at the 
workbench, measure everything with calipers, Helen experimented and scribbled. While not an engineer by 
training, Jim took an engineer's approach to his projects on the workbench. Helen, a trained artist from the 
Chicago Art Institute, approached everything she did from a sculptor's approach. She would spend hours 
"doodling" on whatever scraps of paper happened to be close at hand, include matchbooks, the cheesy 
subscription postcards included in Newsweek, and the backs of Publishers' Clearing House envelopes. Jim 
would work out his approach on paper before turning on the lathe; Helen would work out the approach as 
she built the piece, relying on her uncanny knack of visualizing the final product when she picked up her x-
acto knife and her belief in the power of whimsy. 
The night they put an issue to rest (after the final issues were delivered to the Post Office for mailing), they 
would sit at the kitchen table, scotch in hand, and plan the next issue. It usually started with Helen saying 
"what if we did...." TSC started as a "what if we did..." in 1974, becoming a "when we do..." in 1975. It is 
fitting that they used the same method, successfully, during all of their 40 year collaboration in life and 
their 17 year collaboration in magazine publishing. Jim once said that he had heard, years after they started 
TSC, that 95% of all magazine go bankrupt in their first year. The survival of TSC well beyond year one is 
a credit to their art of collaboration and cooperation despite their differences in approach. Their love of 
modeling, which led them to creating TSC, sustained the publication from 1976, through Helen's death in 
1990, to Jim's retirement in 1995. 
We hope that seeing some of the pre-publication materials will help spark your long-term love of modeling 
as well. (mhd) 

From the workbench of Helen Dorsett... 

A Touch of Grace: Volume 1: Issue 2, pages 23-25 

 
         The Slaw Bed: Volume 2, pages 1-9

          From the workbench of James Dorsett...

        The Whitman House: Volume 1: Issue 1, pages 27-43
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FROM THE WORKBENCH OF 
HELEN DORSETT

A TOUCH OF GRACE
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FROM THE WORKBENCH OF 
HELEN DORSETT

THE SLAW BED
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FROM THE WORKBENCH OF 
JAMES (JIM) DORSETT

THE WHITMAN 
HOUSE 
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