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While Helen Dorsett was the primary "modeling" force for The Scale Cabinetmaker,  Jim 
Dorsett was the writer. Jim, by training was a social historian and sociologist, which explains why 
many of the project articles start with a short essay on the social and historical context of the 
particular piece of furniture. Some of the introductions were fairly short, others, like "Christmas 
on the G.I. Bill" were a bit longer and were often built around Helen's roombox on the front cover 
of each issue." 

The modern ranch oak chair project was intended for beginner/intermediate modelers, 
modelers who were familiar with basic joinery and were ready to move beyond butt joints to 
slightly more difficult projects with more advance joints and other skills. The directions for the 
chair also included directions on modifying the chair to create a two-seat ranch-style settee and a 
three section ranch-style sofa. They assumed that if a modeler could master the single unit (the 
chair), then it was only one step further to create other types of furniture from the same basic 
instructions. The new skills were the important thing in each article because they could then be 
used on other projects not included in the pages of TSC.

Each issue of The Scale Cabinetmaker (TSC)  includes a minimum of ten projects or articles 
covering a wide range of subjects. In TSC 4:1, for example, you could learn to make ball and claw 
feet from wooden beads (Theodore W. Donaldson), and learn how to do helical fluting with the 
copy attachment (Jim Jedlicka); find out what to look for house plans for scratch builders (TSC 
Product Review); finish up Pete Westcott's Late Georgian Roombox, including building an outer 
case for a roombox and installing wiring; and building a econear, c.1759 (Joan Elliot), a leather-
bound dome trunk on stand, c.1672 (Edward Gehrke);  a John Hall "Late Empire" consol and side 
chair, c. 1840 (Helen Dorsett), and an oak coffee table, c. 1950 (to go with the modern ranch 
chair).

The Scale Cabinetmaker is available in two formats: by the issue as pdf downloads (available 
from www.dpllconline.com) and by the volume (4 issues) as cd-roms (also in pdf format, available 
from www.dorsettpublications.com).
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