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Projects started with
doodles, typically on the
back of envelopes or scratch
pads or other convenient
scraps of paper.

Farm Kitchen
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Sheraton Night Stand, TSC 2:2
Winter, 1978
3rd draft

. Jim Dorsett
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WASHSTAND

If it is true, as Francis Bacon wrote in 1605 in Advancement of Lea rning, that "cleanness

of body was ever deemed to proceed from a due reverence to God," then the absence of any

widewpread regard for personal cleanliness before the 1800's or the facilities to make such
godlessness of | the 73

possible is a sweeping indictment of the/American public throughout at least hattof its history.

The simple fact is that before the advent of the modern era with its running water anckx,

municipal sewers, kils and its notions of public sanitation and hygiene, the American public (as

well as its European peers) was part of the "great unwashed. " Hcididkkidclddok No contemporary

restoration of colonial lite ot Wethersfield, Salem, or Williamsburg ooax (in fhelr antiseptic

X

L ahesf i n‘;}f,wo
s) can ignore that fact without fostering in the visitor a false nostalgia for the past. wzvuﬂ'

uid kd

Charles Francis Adams, Jr., the late 19th century historian and descendedt of an ilustrious  HaOMM™
line of American patrists, noted in 1890 that his contemporaries ;' if carried back suddenly into

the admir ed existance of the past......[would] experience an acute and lasting attack of
homesickness and disgust." And he concluded that "the earliest times in New England were

not pleasant.....the earlier gen'erai'ions wefe not pleasant to live with,"

s
The oocxex night table and washsfands whlch first appeared in George Hepplewhlfe s

(in 1794) in
The Cabinet-Maker and Upholsterer's Guide and Thomas Sheraton's Drawing Book 1793 are only
timid " public ‘
“Mksb(-ﬁmbhwg-umﬁnlpw&kﬂt%ﬁdd&hhbﬂdt
process

the bk first timid blush of a Mkbldddt century=long movemeot which Fmollylllnlqudbux

moved the proper locus of human ablutiops from the klfchen kk and humana elimination from
uacn b An
the woods and privy-to the modem bafhroom. Herberf Cescmsky (m Englisb Furnlture) wrote L

that "t is notul*jthat Hepplewhute in the "Gu:de" hmldly introduces i'he washstand as an
article of houskhold furniture, but the designs which he illustrates appear to be very inadequate
dffairs, more in the nature of shaving or powdering stands. It was an age [(ie., 1790's] when
cleanliness may have been next to godliness, but both were far removed from houses, and were

nohodgeced catered to by the cabinetmaker." In short, the Sheraton night table, which
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