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Cottage
Victorian
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c. 1855
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The drawings included in TSC went through a

on the back of either computer paper (Jim)y or
sketchbook paper (Helen). Jim took the rough
drawings and drew them a second time on the
drafting board. The final plans were created by
overlaying mylar on the second set of drawings
and inked, using a rapidigraph or other drafting
pen.
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three step process. The initial plans werewskected !
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- 1914 Pedal Car

James Dor sett
The Scale Cabinetmaker, Vol 3:1
November, 1978
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In the beginning...

For the first four years, TSC was created on
a Selectric typewriter. Jim would write a
brief outline of the steps on scrap paper, and
then disappear into his office to write the
article. The outlines were concise and little
more than a laundry list of steps. He filled
in the detail as he wrote, sometimes stopping
to go back to the workbench or track down
Helen to confirm the process used on the
project. Most of TSC, until the later years,
was written at the Eastlake roll top desk he
featured in TSC 3:4.

During the drafting process, it was not unusual
for each article to go through three to four
drafts. He would write the first draft, come
out to the chopping block in the kitchen
(which doubled as a kitchen table and the
board room table), sip a cup of instant coffee,
and read the draft to whomevver he could
corner.

According to Jim, despite his best efforts,
TSC always had typos. In later years, Jim
would comment on the fact that someone
was going to engrave on his headstone iHere
lies Jim Dorsett. He never missed an
oppportunity to commit a typo to print.1

Once he was satisfied with a draft, he typed
a final version, using carbon paper to make
a copy of the article,and would take the draft
of TSC to a typesetting company 25 miles
away to have the articles typeset. The
company would retturn rolls of 3 inch wide
photographic typeset paper,one roll per article.
TSC was then delivered to the layout person
put together on the drafting table. using
index stock, rubber cement or hot wax, a T-
square,and assorted triangles. Before Jim
finally learned enough about layout to bring
the layout process and the typesetting in-
house, TSC was riddled with errors
introduced by the typesetter and the layout
artist.

TSC did not enter the computer age until
1990 and even then, Jim continued to write
thedrafts of the articles on a typewriter and
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TSC 3:1
SLED & CAR : NON-TOY TOYS.

Toys are never quite what they seem; like beauty their meaning exists in the eyes of the
beholder. To some a toy is defined as an amusement or an object of entertainment, whether

used by adult or child.

-

o
musement ? A folly or wwhimsical object? Af‘c’!?gog:cal tool ? m

that "J#fé than l' fe m definitions are as xwmbscosoasx numerous as adults with points of
a child
view to promote, in the y eyes of cbildoeo on a Christmas morning the sight of a sled from

the 1877 Montogomery Wimocwaxx Ward catalog w as enough to promote visions of

the universal
conquering the steepest slope in the neighborhood. A'sled was byna child's definition "fun"

And the same was true for sife_the-secipientof-the 195F "Speedway" roadster which at the
a4
B4 wholesale cost of $10.00 in Butler Brother's catalog made its owner not only the

happiest but also the most exceptional youngster on kthe block. It was a plaything par excellgnce,

a toy, but it meant #w. the same thing as did the sled: tbfenk it was fun.
Yet, while fun, toys have always been inextricably bound to the adult world of

objects and behavior. As Inez and Marshall McClintock have stated in Tbys In America ,

"Young people. . .have always appropriated from the grownup world utilitarian ob.iects
and converted them to play purposes.”. . .When children did lj!ot.borrow directly from their
elders, they asked for miniature replicas of adult possessions. " The sléd and pedal car were
exactly such replicas, produced in some cases by manufacturers of full sized sleighs or
autos and patterned in general after the adult vehicle.

TheupanxakSledding was introduced to the American colonies by the Dutch, first
as a practical up-state New York mode of w.inter travel and later as a child's sport . And
just as fhewfo;‘ w4'a: .:mfclhva, so was ifs form ‘The sleds produced in the country through
out much of the 18th and 19th centuries had the same contours of bent-wood dddck and
kddecldthbk (by 1850) steel faced runners as did the horse-drawn sleighs and cutters they

were patterned after. The Wards sled reflects the grace of some well known and widely
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Sled - 2
distributed brands that were produced in the United States after 1840, Perhaps the premier
sledof the period were those produced by Henry Norton's Paris Manufacturing Company
in Paris, Maine xthmplkoPoriectClippeot the first &actory in the nation devoted exclusively
to the w@ction of sleds. His Paris "Clippers" and "Cutters" were as graceful as the
cutters after which they were patterned and were hand decorated , W}EOO, 000 units
a year were produced). The Ward sled also reflects the practice of the sled from the
Vermont Novelty Works, on which the steel runner was kiughtdocandmalx terminated at
the front with a graceful goose neck. Yet, however much these early sleds reflected the
forms and uses of the adult world, the childs world of play was from the beginning

Dutch Toum_
a distinct precinct. Indeed, in colonial Albany the oity elders were finally forced to
ban the practice of sledding in the town Jeonfiscating and smashing the sleds of offendersﬁ
in order to protect the ankles and dignity of adult pedestrians.

o W.chua-—
By the turn of the 20th century, the popula if carts, carriages and wagons of of the

preceeding century been joined by the-f toy aufmoblle.' As with the sled, the earliest

forms were not kkidk far removed from the lines of the adult vehicdb. And their names

reflected that identity: "Hummer", "Speedwell", "Pedalmobile”, and "Speedway". The
Garton Toy Company of Sheboygan, Michigan (anveatk a manufacturer of sleds, wagons,
and dol! carriages since 1887, introduced a pedal car called the "Kidillac", but changed
the name icklbdgdddehiddcwhen the manufacturers of the Cadillac objected. And-perhaps

=
Gitealing a march on theldddio auto industry's later penchant fof styling changes and multiple
American Metal Wheel and Auto Company of Toledo

w rmwmw introduced no fewer

whisedetacrino wn baren ponns wes fand 4
fhan 3 models of pedal car in 1907. Even Studebaker produced for a brief time a pedal

ey B3 LT THAT Tiey Mwed T¢ deob MG el rnde q,j., "“b"m{ 178 Trugee # 20T 0 ntree i 2
cal called the Sfudabaker Jr.

The catalog of the "Speedway" roadster reflects that conscious similarity with the full
Am%‘l’lﬂﬁntg?mt. - ne
sized unit: " Enameled hardwood frame, royal blue body, red steel hood and large gasoline
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TSC 3:1
sled - 3

tank, pierced radiator, black and gold panels and stripes, padded leatherette seat with
back, black enameled gear, 12" red enameled double spoke wheels, 5/8" rubber tires,
brassed hub caps.”

While the existence of the car as an object of pleasure and fun was not overcome
by its ties to the world of adult sized dimensions, neither did it escape that tie. |
suppose that my own urge to désign and build the roadster was fanned by the memories
ofa chiidhood%;?:l;enture when, old enough to have known better and in deﬁancg of
n:m&onvenﬁon, ighboring child's properfyrights, and the laws of gravity
| dragged a ndgml‘:—pedal car(one with a prop‘"cln‘r'n'a'wings) onto the' coal shed4%d lidik
kk peddled it madly off the edge. While kk brief -flighr was fun, it was olsohﬁc?i:;:ed

introduction to the differences between the world of toys and non-toys. | presume that

nd
the scale model of the 1914 Speedway will be safer}\‘ no less informative.

Bill of Materials: 1877 Wards Sled

Seat 1 27" x 12 1/2 A5a2 1/32" basswood
Side Rail 2 3/4% x 34" (bend & cut
to shape) 1/32" basswood
Side Rail 2 3/4" x 26" (bend & cut
to Ishape) 1/32" basswood
Cross Rail 2 21/2"x121/2" . 1/16" basswood -
~ FrongCross Brace 1 3/4"dia. x 14 1/2" 1/16" dowel
Legds 4 3/4" x 22" (bend & cut
do length) . 1/32" basswood
Runner 4 3/4" x 48" (bend & cut
_ to length) 1/322 basswood
Steel Runner 2 3/4" x 52" (bend & cut
: to length) : .016 brass or cardstock
2 3/4" x 6" _ .016 brass or cardstock
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