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1914 Pedal Car
James Dorsett
The Scale Cabinetmaker, Vol 3:1
November, 1978

Any Scrap Sheet Will Do...

TSC articles usually started at the
workbench. Amid scraps of wood and
scraps of paper, the preliminary plans
were drawn up as the model was being
built. Any piece of paper,  regardless
of size or original purpose was likely
to  have  doodles, notes, and
measurements  scribbled, in  random
direction. A quick scan of the article
files,  in 1978, shop notes could be
found on the back of political flyers,
used tractor-fed computer paper,
magazine renewal cards, and  yellowing
notebood paper.
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Cottage
Victorian
Hall Tree
c. 1855
Helen Dorsett
The Scale Cabienetmaker,
Vol. 3:1
November, 1978
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1914 Pedal Car
James Dorsett
The Scale Cabinetmaker, Vol 3:1
November, 1978

The drawings included in TSC went through a
three step process. The initial plans were skected
on the back of either computer paper (Jim) or
sketchbook paper (Helen). Jim took the rough
drawings and drew them a second time on the
drafting board. The final plans were created by
overlaying mylar on the second set of drawings
and inked, using a rapidigraph or other drafting
pen.
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Cottage Victorian Hall
Treec. 1855
Helen Dorsett
The Scale Cabienetmaker, Vol. 3:1
November, 1978
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In the beginning...

For the first four years, TSC was created on
a Selectric typewriter. Jim would  write a
brief outline of the steps on  scrap paper, and
then disappear into his office to write the
article. The outlines were concise and little
more than a laundry list of steps. He filled
in the detail as he wrote, sometimes stopping
to go back to the workbench or track down
Helen to confirm the process used on the
project. Most of TSC, until the later years,
was written at the Eastlake roll top desk he
featured in TSC 3:4.

During the drafting process, it was not unusual
for each article to go through three to four
drafts. He would write the first draft,  come
out to the chopping block in the kitchen
(which doubled as a kitchen table and the
board room table), sip a cup of instant coffee,
and read the draft to whomevver he could
corner.

According to Jim, despite his best efforts,
TSC always had  typos.  In later years, Jim
would comment on the fact that someone
was going to engrave on  his headstone ìHere
lies Jim Dorsett. He never missed an
oppportunity to commit a typo to print.î

Once he was satisfied with a draft, he typed
a final version, using carbon paper to make
a copy of the article,and would take the draft
of TSC  to a typesetting company 25 miles
away to have the articles  typeset. The
company would retturn rolls of 3 inch wide
photographic typeset paper,one roll per article.
TSC was then delivered to the layout person
 put together on the drafting table. using
index stock, rubber cement or hot wax, a T-
square,and assorted triangles. Before Jim
finally learned enough about layout to bring
the layout  process and the typesetting in-
house, TSC was riddled with errors
introduced by the typesetter and the layout
artist.

TSC did not enter the computer age until
1990  and even then, Jim continued to write
thedrafts of the articles on a typewriter and
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