


17th Century English Country Kitchen Furniture
Editor's Introduction

The English Country Kitchen started as something of an experiment between Pete Westcott and Helen 
Dorsett and was meant to be the first in a series of free standing books designed to work with and for 
miniature clubs. Each project book was to include the plans for both a fairly simple period roombox (Pete's 
end of the operation) and the furniture (Helen's end). In addition, the series was to accompany a slide show 
that would be loaned to individual miniature clubs, a rather low tech approach that would, these days, border 
on the same quintness with which we view the Book of Kells . Essentially, it was a "workshop in a box." A 
novel idea that did not work, and the plans and patterns languished in the bottom drawer of one of the 
company's file cabinets.

The failure of the project and the series was due, in large part, to two simultaneous and connected events: 
the recession of the early 1980s and the downturn in the miniature hobby. Miniatures saw a real boom in the 
1970s and into the early 1980s. By the time the first issue of The Scale Cabinetmaker appeared on miniature 
shop shelves in 1976, the new hobby showed every sign that it would continue to grow and thrive.  New 
businesses and new clubs were cropping up all over the place, and there was high demand for teaching 
materials and supplies and a whole raft of miniature this and thats.  Almost every time you turned around, 
there were new companies and new products. In some ways, the 1970s were the halcyon days for the 
miniature hobby. It was new. Before the 1970s, supplies for the miniaturist were scrounged from quasi-
related hobbies, most notably model railroading and model shipbuilding. Indeed, ninaturists, themeselves, 
were relatively rare, and were relegate to a supporting role in a hobby field dominated by doll collectors.  . 

Unfortunately, the boom was short lived (about 10 years), and many of the shops and manufacturers 
disappeared, lost now to memory. What started as a series of books, ended after the first book and the plans 
and patterns were boxed up and stored for "future use."

When we started building the last volume of The Scale Cabinetmaker and realized we were two issues short, 
we went scrounging in the dark recessses of the company's files and unearthed The English Country 
Kitchen. The plans included in the book have not, as far as we can tell, seen the light of day in nearly thirty 
years, but they included some of Helen's favorite furniture: the oak Welsh Dresser and the comb-back 
Windsor. 

Unlike the Cabinetmaker's Guides, the furniture projects from The English Country Kitchen do include 
some "text support" and more detailed construction drawings. All projects are in 1":1' scale:  To simulate 
oak, Helen substituted red alder and basswood (at least the prototype models are made from those particular 
woods).  Typically, she used basswood for beginner's projects because it was fairly inexpensive, was readily  
available in a variety of thicknesses, and was an "easy" wood for new modelers. While most of the models 
can be made using hand tools, the more complex joinery (especially for the gateleg table, which is made out 
of walnut) may require access to power tools, most notably a dremel moto-tool, a drill press, and a lathe. 
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Oak Coffer (c. 16th Century)
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Oak Welsh Dresser (c. 1670)
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William & Mary Gateleg Table (c. 1695)
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Oak Joined Stool (c. 17th Century)
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Charles I Wainscot High Chair (c. 17th Century)
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Welsh Border Chair (c. 1650)
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Low Back Windsor Chair (c. 1706)
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Comb-Back Windsor Chair (c. Mid-18th Century)
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Candle Stand (c. 17th Century)
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Fireplace Fixtures
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